item-based questionnaire was constructed on the bases of a literature search and according to the last Musculoskeletal Infection Society suggestions after the meeting in Philadelphia in 2013 (3). The items were grouped into the following four main areas: (i) infection microbiological guideline adherence, (ii) sample collection, (iii) methodology, and (iv) internal/external lab.
The final questionnaire for this study contained a total of 21 items, with 11 closed questions and 10 questions for free-text answers ( Table 1) .
The survey presented here showed that concordance has reached a low-medium level in the centers analyzed by the ISOC (Ͼ80% concordance in only 4 [19%] of the surveys) and that the methodology, approaches, and strategies used are quite different at the different centers. Sample collection, transportation, and, in many cases, processing methodology are quite different. Biases of this survey can, of course, intrinsically occur when data are collected by this methodology (Table 1 and Fig. 1 ). In addition, the questions used can provide only a brief representation of the different situations in individual disciplines at the various hospitals. Further, centers answered questions regarding the microbiological routines they use for the diagnosis of PJIs, but within the study, there was no assessment of how closely centers follow their own guidelines. It is recognized that knowledge of guidelines does not necessarily always match actual practice.
The aims for the next years should include fostering a survey with a constant dialog between the medical centers for addressing common problems and the development of a database with different quality-tested tools that can be accessed by all centers.
This study shows that the survey has gained a firm place in the ISOC meeting. Many institutions should grasp the potential and value of a good infrastructure in this field. However, the distribution and promotion of the survey are inhomogeneous. This survey should be repeated to document further developments and even extended internationally to compare more countries and to discover potential for future cooperation.
(These data were presented at the 6th meeting of the ISOC, Mexico City, Mexico, 23 to 25 October 2014.).
